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JUNE 13, 1999 WAS A REMARKABLE DAY.

ALMOST A THOUSAND CHILDREN HEARD THE WORLD PREMIER
OF “SONG OF WISDOM FROM OLD TURTLE” AT THE
MORTON H. MEYERSON SYMPHONY CENTER. AT THIS FREE
CONCERT, EACH CHILD HELD A COPY OF OLD TURTLE,
DONATED BY PFEIFER-HAMILTON PUBLISHERS.

THE CHILDREN AND ADULTS WERE ENTHRALLED AS THE
TIMELESS MESSAGE OF THE OLD TURTLE CAME TO LIFE IN MUSIC.
THE HONORABLE RON KIRK, MAYOR OF DALLAS,
DECLARED JUNE 13, 1999 “OLD TURTLE DAY" IN DALLAS, TEXAS.
SUBSEQUENT PERFORMANCES ON JUNE 20 AND 23, 1999

FEATURED AUTHOR DOUGLAS WOOD AS NARRATOR.
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FROM THE MOMENT I FIRST READ OLD TURTLE, I knew it had to be set to music.
The timeless message and beauty of the storytelling almost sang itself. More than that,
[ knew we were the ones to do it, although it was humbling to even imagine attempting
such a feat. The gracious author and publisher entrusted the musical setting to the 1 urtle
Creek Chorale, a step of great faith on their part. The result is this remarkable compo-
sition. It represents the ultimate goal of all music: a perfect marriage of text and music.
One would have thought Douglas Wood and Joseph Martin set out to create this work
together. The chorus, orchestra and orchestration, the CD production by our own Craig
Gregory, and the addition of Marlo Thomas to the mix capped off a magical two years
of creating this phenomenal masterpiece. It is all simply too much to grasp. But bere it
is — Song of Wisdom — based on the award-winning book Old Turtle. Our hope is that
countless people will be moved, as we are, by the message. Our hope is that people will
*hear and begin to listen" to that part of God in all of us, regardless of race, color, creed,

or even sexual orientation. TIM SEELIG



DOVUGLAS WOOD  Author, musician and poet.
Douglas has produced nine albums of environmen-
tally focused "EarthSongs™ and created the healing
meditation series "Wilderness Daydreams.” Old
Turtle, his first book, integrates his engaging
approach to storytelling with his concern for the
environment. Winner of the “ABBY” and the

International Reading Associ-

and currently serves as area coordinator of music
theory and composition. Dr. Adams is a successful
composer, arranger and orchestrator. In 1992 he was
awarded the Distinguished Composer of the Year
Award by the Music Teachers National Association.
He holds a Bachelor of Music degree in piano per-
formance from Capitol University, Master of Music
degree in theory from the

ation “Book of the Year”
awards for 1993, Old Turtle is
now being translated and pub-

lished internationally.

JOSEPH MARTIN
Composer and pianist, with

over 500 publications in print,

University  of  Cincinnati
College-Conservatory of Music
and the Doctor of Philosophy
degree in music theory from the

University of Texas at Austin.

CHENG-KEE CHEE Mr
Chee is a signature member of

his works have been recorded
by leading choirs and orchestras across the nation.
Joseph has performed throughout the United States,
Mexico and Canada. He holds degrees from Furman
University and the University of Texas at Austin.

BRANT ADAMS Brant has been a member of the
Oklahoma State University music faculty since 1987

the American Watercolor Soci-
ety, has exhibited his works throughout the United
States and China and has been honored with more
than 60 national awards, including the American
Watercolor Society's Silver Medal of Honor. His style
synthesizes principal techniques and concepts from
hoth the oriental and western traditions. Mr. Chee

and his family live in Duluth, Minnesota.



TURTLE CREEK CHORALE The Turtle Creek
Chorale (TCC) is a 250-member male chorus, under the
artistic direction of Dr. Timothy Seelig. The TCC sub-
scription season consists of four concerts, a repertoire
from Bach to Broadway, sacred to secular. The Morton
H. Meyerson Symphony Center is home to TCC for live
performances and most recordings. In 1993, the chorus
traveled to Europe, performing benefit concerts to sold-
out audiences in Barcelona, Berlin

women's community choruses. TWCD provides musical
excellence and quality entertainment through a wide
range of repertoire. The Women's Chorus of Dallas has
been featured at numerous Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation events.

DR. TIMOTHY SEELIG Since becoming Artistic
Director of TCC in 1987 and TWCD in 1994,
Dr. Timothy Seelig has led the

and Prague. The Chorale has now
recorded 21 CDs, making it the
most recorded male chorus in his-
tory. The Chorale is featured on
the EMMY* award-winning PBS
documentary, After Goodlye: An
AIDS Story. In addition to these
collaborations, the TCC per-
© CHENG-KHEE CHEE

formed at the inauguration of

choruses to achieve many notable
milestones and has developed
an active performance schedule
with other arts organizations
nationwide. Dr. Seelig is both per-
former and educator. He holds
the Master of Music and the
Doctor of Musical Arts degrees
from the University of North

Texas Governor Ann Richards,
for the Queen of England and for former United States
President and Mrs. George Bush.

THE WOMEN'S CHORUS OF DALLAS The
Women's Chorus of Dallas (TWCD) has entered its
eleventh season with over 100 dedicated singers, seven
compact discs, a strong history of community service
and growing recognition as one of the nation's finest

Texas as well as the Diploma in
Lieder and Oratorio from the Mozarteum in Salzburg,
Austria. Dr. Seelig is also a member of the music faculty
of Southern Methodist University. As a community
leader, Dr. Seelig was selected to carry the 1998 Olympic
Torch through a portion of downtown Dallas. Dr.
Seelig also received the 1995 President's Ciration
as Distinguished Alumnus from The University of
North Texas.



MARLO THOMAS Marlo Thomas has been hon-
ored by her peers as an actress, producer and social
activist. Awards include four EMMY®s, nine EMMY
nominations, a Golden Globe, the George Foster
Peabody Award, the Helen Caldicott Award for
Nuclear Disarmament, the Thomas Paine Award
from the A.C.L.U., and the American Women in Radio
and Television Satellite Award. Most recently,
Ms, Thomas was inducted into

Hospital. The renowned St. Jude institution specializes
in catastrophic diseases in children, and spearheaded
the conquest of childhood leukemia.

ST. JUDE CHILDREN'S RESEARCH
HOSPITAL St. Jude Children's Research Hospital
was founded by entertainer Danny Thomas and
opened in 1962. It is supported primarily by volunteer
contributions raised by ALSAC,

the Broadcasting and Cable Hall || .
of Fame.

Ms. Thomas is a founding direc-
tor of the Ms. Foundation for
Women. She is also a member of
the board of the National

Women's Political Caucus, The

Creative Coalition and the

A a national fund-raising organiza-

-

tion established by Danny
Thomas expressly for the pur-
pose of funding St Jude
Children's Research Hospital.
Located in Memphis, Tennessee,
St. Jude is one of the world's pre-

mier centers for research and

treatment of catastrophic dis-

Museum of Television and

Radio. In addition, she has received the NAACPs
Pathway to Excellence Award, William Moses
Kunstler’s Racial Justice Award and the National
Council of Jewish Women’s Rebekah Kohut Award.

Ms. Thomas and her family carry on the life work of
her father, founder of St. Jude Children’s Research

eases in children, primarily
pediatric cancers. In 1996, Dr. Peter Dlnherr)',
Chairman of the Immunology Department at St. Jude,
waon the Nobel Prize for Medicine for research which
radically advanced the field of Cellular Immunology.
More than 4,000 patients are seen annually at St. Jude
Children's Research Hospital. For more information,
visit their website at www.stjude.org.
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other recordings
TURTLE CREEK CHORALE

Best of Turtle Creck Chorale double disc with video enbancement
Psalms
Lifelong Friend
Celebrate! Music of the 60’
Reflections songs without words
The Times of Day
Twisted Turtle Tinsel
Simply Christmas
Postcards
The Gershwin Scrapbook
A Roamin’ Holiday
United We Sing
Testament
When We No Longer Touch
Peace
From the Heart
Everything’s Possible dr. timothy seelig solo album

THE WOMEN'S CHORUS OF DALLAS
American Rhapsody
Only Human commissioned by twed
Goodnight, My Angel Iullabies for life
In the Mood wmiusic of the 30s and 40s
December
Change of Heart featuring holly near
Music in Our House
Qur Turn

TURTLE CREEK CHORALE AND THE WOMEN'S CHORUS OF DALLAS
Let Music Live
Family
Requiem music of jobn rutter
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Available from Shawnee Press, lnc.vm

Song of Wisdom
from Old Turtle

Book by Douglas Wood
Music by Joseph M. Martin

Song of Wisdom from Old Turtle is a choral
and symphonic experience, which must not only be
heard, but felt by the soul! This plea for peace on
earth, based on the popular children’s book Old

F ' |as Wood Turtle, is a powerful acknowledgment of God's
Boﬂk by Do“g M. Martin - supreme love for the earth and its inhabitants.
Music by 1© oseph Staying true to Douglas Wood’s text of the story,
Joseph Martin has masterfully crafted the many
characters and moods of the book into a musical fantasy.
Brant Adams’s incredible orchestration adds depth and a sense of awe to this choral
symphony—or use two pianos and percussion to get a wonderful effect. This work will
leave your audience speechless—until they jump to their feet in enthusiastic applause!
Song of Wisdom from Old Turtle is destined to become a classic. “Music at

its most healing."—Dallas Morning News

Vocal Score and Two-Piano Score available for sale from
Shawnee Press, Inc. at 1-800-962-8584

Orchestration available for rental from
G. Schirmer at 1-800-431-7187



Song of Wisdom

Old Turtle

MARLO THOMAS
narrator

. TURTLE CREEK CHORALE

THE WOMEN'S CHORUS
OF DALLAS

METROPOLITAN
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

DR. TIMOTHY SEELIG
conductor

DOUGLAS WOOD
text

JOSEPH MARTIN

music

BRANT ADAMS
orchestration

CHENG-KHEE CHEE

watercolors

with narration by Marlo Thomas

01 Overture (3:48)

02 "Once, long long ago..." (10:17)

03  "Anew voice spoke..." (8:02)

04 "And the people came..." (4:57)

05 "Until one day, there came a voice..." (6:09)
Total Time 33:06 ;

without narration

06 Overture (3:48)

07 "Once, long long ago..." (10:16)

08 "A new voice spoke..." (7:59)

09 "And the people came..." (4:55)

10 "Until one day, there came a voice..." (6:14)
Total Time 33:06

Turfle Creek Chorale

PO Box 190137 ~ Dallas, Texas 75219
214-526-3214 phone ~ 214-528-0673 fax
B00-746-4412 toll free
www.lurtlecreek.org
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